314            THE  NATURE  OF MAN

detected in Aristotle's conception of the purely con-
templative life of God from which all essential
reference to the world was excluded. But, while
Aristotle was content to take the world for granted,
Plotinus was forced to face the difficulty of its origin.
And, as we have seen, he could find no ground for the
existence of anything other than God, except in the idea
of a natural necessity by which the higher, though its
activity is and can only be directed to itself, produces
some lower copy of its own nature. But, in thus
making the universe an accident, produced, indeed, by
the divine, yet not because God is essentially self-
manifesting, but only because it is somehow necessary,
Hotinus practically revives the old Greek doctrine
which puts fate above the gods. In other words, he
escapes making matter independent of God, only to
subject God to a natural law which is independent of
himself. Thus Plotinus implicitly denies, what he
seeks above all to affirm, that God is all in all, the
source and end of all things.

And we must further note what is at least one of
his motives for this denial He is solicitous to guard
against attributing deliberation or design to God ia
the creation of the world, because this would throw
upon God the responsibility for all the evils aad
imperfections that are found in it. God creates
because He cannot be and not create, and, therefore,
the universe may be described as eternally begotten.